Filtronic's GaAs fab nears first orders  by unknown
News Update 
ChAS 
briefs 
OkA !&4Tilum-f co 
(Sunnyvale, CA, USA) - a 
d&i&on of Oki America 
inc -. has divvided into 
three independent op 
erazlng divisions (each 
headed by a president 
and chief operating offr- 
cer reporting to Oki 
Semiconductor’s new 
CEO, Toshiyuki 
Matsumoto): 
* optid components 
(focusing on optical 
datacons, including 
lasers and 10 Gbps 
GaAs ICs and compo- 
nent@, 
* silicon aokttions, and 
?? R&D (including 
high-speed communica- 
tions ICs). 
B&wave Co@ (formed 
in March from the 
merger M l?dx.i@e: Carp 
and RF subsystem sup- 
plier TRW Milhwe) 
has filed for an Initial 
Public Offering to raise 
US$ 11 Sm, Taking into 
account the MiRiwave 
merger,‘operating !osses 
were US$27.7m in B.rst- 
half 2000 ,and 
US$39Sm in 1999. 
Wireless and RF thin- 
film tiodule integrator 
Intarsia Corp 
(Fremont, CA, USA) has 
named Dr David J 
Pedder as Chief 
Technology Officer 
(based in Its European 
Technology Centre, 
near Oxford, UK), 
directing thin-film 
solutions for high- 
density and high- 
frequency electronics 
applications. 
Microsemi’s first GaAs RFlCs 
Microsemi Corp (Santa 
Ana, CA, USA) has 
launched its first GaAs 
RF ICs: two InGaP/GaAs 
HBT gain blocks (after 
buying Infinesse Corp’s 
HBT group in March). 
“We are on schedule 
to roll out a series of 
RFICs for mobile connec- 
tivity applications, in- 
cluding low-noise ampli- 
fiers and power ampli- 
fiers for 2G through 3G 
systems implementing 
CDMA, GSM and W- 
CDMA with advanced 
module packaging tech- 
nology,” said Michael 
Kim, vp and general man- 
ager of the Micro 
WaveSys business unit. 
?? Microsemi’s Q3/2000 
sales were US$63.6m 
(up 44% on Q3/99), ex- 
cluding the Micro 
Commercial Components 
division (sold in June). Of 
Microsemi’s 1999 acquisi- 
tions, the Microwave divi- 
sion grew 40%. 
Microsemi carp 
Tel: +l-714-89g-gl21 
Filtronic’s GaAs fab nears first orders 
UK Prime Minister Tony Blair formally opens the Filtronic Compound Semlconductorfab in Newton 
Ayclzre, County Durham, UK on June 23rd. 
Filtronic says that the ex- 
Fujitsu fab of its Filtronic 
Compound Semiconduc- 
tor subsidiary in Newton 
Aycliffe, County Durham, 
UK (which is making 
GaAs pHEMTs on 6” 
wafers) is on the verge of 
gaining its first orders 
(for volume production 
next year). 
It has also raised total 
expected investment in 
the plant from &35m to 
&4Om (including &9m of 
capital expenditure to 
come in 2001) saying it 
expects to recoup this 
within four years. The 
company is developing 
20 products for 3G cell- 
phone infrastructure. 
* Filtronic’s results (for 
the year to May 31): sales 
were &222m (up 18.7% 
after a period of being 
“over-reliant on sales 
of Motorola’s CDMA digi- 
tal base stations, ac- 
cording to chairman 
Professor David Rhodes). 
Operating profits were 
&18.3m (down from 
&24.4m in ‘99) convert- 
ed into a pre-tax loss of 
&3.9m by the Newton 
Aycliffe investment. 
The compound semi- 
conductor segment had 
sales of &7.2m (all from 
the Santa Clara, CA facili- 
ty).After costs of &9.7m 
from commissioning 
Newton Aycliffe, operat- 
ing loss was &3.2m. 
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